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The science centre of 
2026 will be …

http://www.biotopia.net


What is the single 
greatest problem we face 
in the coming decades?



Climate change?  
Plastic in our oceans?  
Antibiotic resistance?  

Air pollution?  
Artificial Intelligence taking 

our jobs? 



No!  
There is an even bigger 

problem



Panamanian golden frog
Extinction rate for amphibians now over 25,000 times background extinction rate









Image: NASA Earth Observatory

Cattle at a feedlot in Summerfield, Texas, USA, Photograph © by Benjamin Grant



https://t.co/fV1k5NyELh



“If the 20th century was the century 
of physics, the 21st century will be 
the century of biology”  

J Craig Venter





Natural History Museums:  

“A nineteenth century solution reinventing itself to address twenty-first century problems” 

Kirk Johnson, Director, Smithsonian American Museum of Natural History



KEY CHALLENGE FOR NEXT 
GENERATION OF SCIENCE 
CENTRES:

 
To reconfigure the relationship between humans 
and the other species with whom we share the 
planet 

 



•  



Location: Schloss Nymphenburg, Munich



Approach
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BEHAVIOURS, ACTIVITIES AND PROCESSES

Unlike the natural history museums of the past, which were  

usually structured according to taxonomy or geography,   

BIOTOPIA’s permanent exhibition will focus on behaviours, 

activities and processes. These ‘Behaviour Exhibits’ will be  

at the heart of the visitor experience. Each one will explore a  

specific behaviour and its surprising manifestations in  

different species – including humans. BIOTOPIA will highlight 

the interactions and relationships between humans and other 

species and foster ecosystem thinking. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

The environmental consequences of human activities, such  

as climate change and the loss of biodiversity, will form the  

second distinct exhibition experience.

OPEN LABS

Four ‘Open Labs’, where visitors can participate in research 

and experiments, will be connected to the “Behaviour Exhibits”. 

ECOSYSTEM OBSERVATORIES 

At the ‘Central Ecosystem Observatory’, visitors will be able to 

explore life sciences research and local and global ecosystems 

through live media and virtual reality experiences. Other  

observatories will be distributed throughout the exhibits. 

KINDERMUSEUM

The Kindermuseum will be a special experience for children 

under six. They will be able to explore the habitats of different 

animals from diverse perspectives. 
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The science center of 
2026 will be …



biological 

creative 

empathic 

transdisciplinary 

activist 

and … tasty! 



www.biotopia.net 

@michaeljohng 
@biotopiamuseum 

gorman@biotopia.net 

Thank You!

http://www.biotopia.net

