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Longevity Revolution

Why engage seniors now?Why engage seniors now?Why engage seniors now? Why engage seniors?

“ageing is one of the greatest social and economic challenges of the 21st century 
for European societies. It will affect all EU countries and most policy areas. By 
2025 more than 20% of Europeans will be 65 or over, with a particularly rapid 
increase in numbers of over 80s.”

EU27 population by age and sex
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Longevity Revolution



End of 2017
70% of disposable income in the USA 
will be in the hands of people over 60 

years
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Silver Economy

What should be the 
positioning of 

SCM’s?



Silver Economy

SCM’s



Active Ageing

BNP Paribas



Active ageing 
Sharing 

Experience(s)
Volunteer

Hands-on and Minds-on  Activities Life / Skills Experiences Volunteering

Health Literacy Intergenerational programs Citizen Science projects

How to engage seniors?
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Science Has No Age
Lagos Ciência Viva Science Centre

Lagos

program in science communication and outreach for senior citizens
(since 2014)

Silves



Molecular cooking
Photography
Light Painting
Microscopy
Chemical reactions
Botany
Cosmetics

Shells - Bivalves and Gastropods
Bees & Honey
Pin hole
Organic Pigments
Microwave Cooking
Science Talks
Math and Biology of knitting

Hands-on and Minds-on Activities

Science Has No Age



2 Municipalities involved 

Lagos
active ageing program 

health literacy

vaccines
healthy food
plants and health
others

Science Has No Age

Silves
science outreach

cognitive and 
neurological stimulation

Molecular cooking
Photography
Light Painting
Microscopy
Chemical reactions
Botany
(….)







Science Has No AgeDaniela António ongoing Master thesis in Science Communication 

Number of participants
(2014-2017)

877
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Ciência Viva Science 
Centres as a national 
network (21)

Every Centre offers a different 
experience, integrated in the 
heritage, history and tradition
of the region, in touch with the 
local community.

Ciência Viva 
Science Centres



60 + Science – Bragança Ciência Viva Science Centre



Pavilion of Knowledge (Lisbon) 
Ciência Viva Science Centre



Program time for peer socialization
What Did We Learn?



Generate empathy both with the team, scientist or facilitator

What Did We Learn?



Start from the group's interests and experience/expertise
What Did We Learn?



Be aware of physical and cognitive specificities of this group

What Did We Learn?



Motivation management

What Did We Learn?



What Did We Learn?

Most relevant aspects to consider
Motivation management

Generate empathy both with the team, scientist or facilitator

Adequate topic selection
Start from the group's interests and experience/expertise
Select carefully the partners and stakeholders to work with

Be aware of physical and cognitive specificities of this group

Program time for peer socialization



Luís Azevedo Rodrigues
lrodrigues@cienciaviva.pt

Thank you for your attention!



The concept
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