
INSPIRING AUSTRALIA THROUGH CITIZEN
SCIENCE



WHAT IS INSPIRING AUSTRALIA?

A strategy for national STEM engagement, aiming to 
deliver:

• A society that is inspired by and values scientific 
endeavour.

• A society that attracts increasing national and 
international interest in its science.

• A society that critically engages with key scientific 
issues; and

• A society that encourages young people to pursue 
scientific studies and careers.

Uses a ‘National Framework – Local Action’ approach



…to provide leadership and national 
coordination of science communication and to 
maximise the government’s efforts to engage 
the community in science through business and 
community support.
Prime Minister Julia Gillard and Minister Kim Carr
Policy statement on Science For Australia’s future, 10 August 2010

POLICY INTENT
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WORKING IN A FEDERATED SYSTEM



SUPPORTING STATE POLICY



TE AND TERRITORY PARTNERSHIPS
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“Science is a profession, 
but it is also a hobby.”

- Caren Cooper, TEDX



GLOBE Observer 

NASA’s platform for 
citizen science 
engagement in Earth 
science research

Mosquito Habitat Mapper



Dr. Sara Paull, Colorado 
School of Public Health, 
University of Colorado

MOSQUITO HABITAT MAPPER BLOG

Our interest in mosquitoes specifically stems from their importance
as vectors of human diseases. If we can improve our
understanding of where we find a particular mosquito species, we
will be able to better predict the risk of the pathogens that are
carried by that mosquito species.

Mosquito sampling programs are expensive, requiring costly traps,
people to set them out, and hours of time for sorting them and
entering the data. Remote areas are often under-sampled, and
the resulting data can sometimes be difficult for researchers to
acquire.

Citizen science collections offer an exciting opportunity to fill in
some of the surveillance and reporting gaps.

Why Citizen Science, Why Now? 



PRINCIPLES OF CITIZEN SCIENCE

• Provide concrete benefits for participants 
• Build on what’s familiar 
• Develop collaborative partnerships 
• Be flexible and adaptive 
• Offer genuine, equitable, and sustained 

personal contact with the community 
• Uncover and address additional context-specific 

barriers
• Pandya et al. (2013). Promising Practices for Community Partnerships: A Call to Support More Inclusive 

Approaches to Public Participation in Scientific Research. A Report Commissioned by the Association of Science-
Technology Centers, Washington, D.C.



4 STYLES OF CITIZEN SCIENCE PROJECT

• Contributory: people collect and contribute data and/or 
samples

• Collaborative: people assist scientists in developing a 
study and collecting and analyzing data for shared 
research goals

• Co-created: people define an issue and pursue a full 
research agenda with input from professional 
researchers as needed

• Citizen-led/ collegial: people lead the research process 
with specialist inputs from professional researchers

• Shirk, Ballard, et al., 2012.
• Shroter and Bonn, 2017





ANNUAL CITIZEN SCIENCE PROJECT



















NATIONAL CONSULTATION PROCESS



IDEAS SYNTHESIS





NATIONAL CS PROJECT FINDER







MINISTER ANNOUNCES GRANT ROUND



18 MAJOR PROJECTS FUNDED









Do: 
• Harness the energy
• Be a locus for conversation, participation, 

promotion, development, reflection
• Collaborate; be powered by partnerships 
• Evolve to meet the need

Don’t: 
• Underestimate the appetite

LESSONS LEARNED



Contact:
Dr Bobby Cerini

Bobby.cerini@questacon.edu.au
+61 2 6270 2865

mailto:Bobby.cerini@questacon.edu.au
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