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Are the following messages the wake-up calls 
for the museum world?









When the South Wind Blows
The Documentary Photographs of Taixi Villag



My inspiration of using 
photographs to 

communicate sustainability 
issues is coming from the 

reading of this book 

Adopted from The Human Face of Climate Change, Fischer & Braschler, 2



They put a human face on the 
existential challenge facing our 
species:
Make it tangible, intimate, and 
immediate
……Jonathan Watts, The Guardian’s Asia environmental correspondent

Adopted from The Human Face of Climate Change, Fischer & Braschler, 2



Adopted from The Human Face of Climate Change, Fischer & Braschler, 2





The Sixth Petroleum Refinery of Formosa Petrochemical Corporation
26 Sq. Km, 90% reclaimed land
1994.07 construction began, 1998 began operation
>350 smoking stacks 
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Personal Narration……
Tell me the facts and I’ll learn
Tell me the truth and I’ll believe
But tell me a story 
and it will live in my heart forever

Photo credit: Tak-Cheung LAU



Taixi village has the highest cancer incidence in Taiwan
These people are the victims of a slow violence

Photo credit: Tak-Cheung LAU



Victim of slow violence

Photo credit: Tak-Cheung LAU



Victim of slow violence

Photo credit: Tak-Cheung LAU





This is Violence

SOURCE: https://fendyindrawan.files.wordpress.com/2011/08/british-riots-spread-on-third-night-of-violence.jpg



This is Slow Violence

Photo credit: Sheng-Hsiung, CHUNG



How we collect our data:
Three computers were installed in the gallery
Visitor can leave the message online
>1000 messages were collected and analyzed 
qualitatively

Photo credit: Tak-Cheung LAU



What we find out:
Visitors show strong empathy-”I really want to cry when I see these pictures”
Visitors were angry because the government’s indifference to these people
Visitors want to engage in more civic action against air pollution
Visitors want to consider critically about the cost we pay for endless 
economic 
development

Photo credit: Tak-Cheung LAU



In Summary…

 No hard-cold scientific fact was presented in the 
exhibition.

 We want to evoke a strong emotional response from the 
viewers.

 After all, our visitors may be more emotional than 
rational.



In order to make the case for
communicating sustainability issues in 
museums, we need to…

Make it tangible, intimate, and immediate.
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