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Engaging and Empowering Youth to deliver 

the UN Sustainable Development Goals

Ian Chambers, Australian National University
Professor Graham Durant, Questacon, Canberra

SCWS, Tokyo, November 15, 2017



Australian Parliament August 2017 – Harry’s story



Australian Parliament August 2017 – Harry’s story

“I was worried about the future 
but I didn’t have a voice.  

Now I have a voice.  Teenagers are undervalued 
in what we can actually do 

and the impact we can have…” Harry Tunks, Tasmania



Australian Parliament August 2017 – Jessica’s story



Australian Parliament August 2017 – Jessica’s story

“It’s our future.  
We need to be saying 

what we think..”
Jessica Bowman, Perth
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Australia’s Minister 
for Industry, Innovation and Science 

tweets about receiving the 
‘Young Australians Plan for the 

Planet v1.0’
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“…this is your first visit to Parliament House 
and already you are instructing the Government 
on how to save the planet…” Sky News interviewer
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Local media coverage



Suzy’s story



“…for the students, by the students.  

A program which lends itself to finding real world 
solutions. One where our students have a say in 

their world, their future Earth, what it should 
look like. A future Earth where they are leaders 

of change, progress and sustainability…”

Suzy Urbaniak, Science Teacher, Kent St High School, Perth



Pimlico State High School story



“an invaluable component of our school’s commitment 
to developing students as active and engaged global citizens, 

ready to make a positive impact in our world”
Joel Bucholtz, School Principal, Pimlico State High School, Townsville



Representatives of Australian schools present 
the Young Australians Plan for the Planet v1.0 

to Science Minister Arthur Sinodinos
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Ian’s story



Questacon’s 
story



The Schools
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The project in action
- business, youth and 
research mentoring
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Kent St High 
Perth WA 
EcoZone 3
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Ulladulla High School, New South Wales
EcoZone 13
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Video-conferences using Questacon’s Schmidt Studio
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‘Hi, I’m Tendai from the 
Darwin Plan for the 

Planet team.  
My topic for the 

Darwin ecozone is 
poverty’



N
o

 

H
u

n
g

e
r

N
o

 

P
o

ve
rt

y

G
o

o
d

H
e

a
lt

h

Q
u

a
li

ty
 

E
d

u
c

a
ti

o
n

G
e

n
d

e
r 

E
q

u
a

li
ty

C
le

a
n

 W
a

te
r 

a
n

d
 S

a
n

it
a

ti
o

n

R
e

n
e

w
a

b
le

 

E
n

e
rg

y

G
o

o
d

 J
o

b
s
 a

n
d

 

E
c

o
n

o
m

ic
 G

ro
w

th

In
n

o
va

ti
o

n
 a

n
d

 

In
fr

a
s
tr

u
c

tu
re

R
e

d
u

c
e

d
 

In
e

q
u

a
li

ti
e

s

S
u

s
ta

in
a

b
le

 C
it

ie
s
 

a
n

d
 C

o
m

m
u

n
it

ie
s

R
e

s
p

o
n

s
ib

le
 

C
o

n
s
u

m
p

ti
o

n

C
li

m
a

te
 

A
c

ti
o

n

L
if

e
 B

e
lo

w
 

W
a

te
r

L
if

e
 o

n

L
a

n
d

P
e

a
c

e
 

a
n

d
 J

u
s
ti

c
e

P
a

rt
n

e
rs

h
ip

s
 

fo
r 

th
e

 G
o

a
ls

• Each school builds a sustainable 
development plan for their 
‘EcoZone’ based on the UN SDGs

• Regional EcoZone plans are then 
synthesised into a national plan

• Program is modular and scalable 
enabling replication to other 
cities, regions, countries and 
globally
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Key Program Principles:-
1. Engage, connect and empower young people 
2. Build partnerships to deliver the UN SDGs though 

a schools and university led program
3. Leverage best practice business planning 
4. Utilise business, youth and research mentors
5. Open source materials
6. Virtual ‘plans’ keep evolving
7. Infection model to spread engagement
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Young Australians’ 

Plan for the Planet Program 
SFA12 

EcoZone1 DISCOVERY 
Prioritisation 

Matrix 

Urgency / 
Importance 

Scoring (1-10) 

DISCOVERY 
Pareto 
 Matrix  

(80:20 Rule) 
= Top 4 

Priorities 

BUILD SDGs in Business Mgt 
Framework  (EcoZone) 
Vision, Objectives, 

Strategies, Actions (Who, 
When, Where) Measures 

BUILD EcoZone SDG Plans   
by combining to SDG Build  
Frameworks (Vision,  

Objectives, Strategies,  
Actions, Measures, 

 Interconnects 

COMBINE Synthesise the 20 
regional EcoZone Plans Into 
the National Sustainable 

Development Goal Plan: 
 

ENGAGE Present Young  
Australians’ Plan for the 
Planet in Canberra as 

part of Science Week in  
August 2017 

ENGAGE Liaise with EcoZone 
Government / Business /  
Community to ACTION the  

Regional and National  SDG 
Plans and roll these plans 

 into the 2017/18 Program 

SFA11 
EcoZone1 

SFA10 
EcoZone1 

SFA 9 
EcoZone1 

SFA 8 
EcoZone1 

SFA 7 
EcoZone1 

SFA 6 
EcoZone1 

SFA 5 
EcoZone1 

SFA 4 
EcoZone1 

SFA 3 
EcoZone1 

SFA 2 
EcoZone1 

Plan for Sustainable 
Development Goals  

EcoZone 1  SFA12 
EcoZone1 

SFA11 
EcoZone1 

SFA10 
EcoZone1 

SFA 9 
EcoZone1 

SFA 8 
EcoZone1 

SFA 7 
EcoZone1 

SFA 6 
EcoZone1 

SFA 5 
EcoZone1 

SFA 4 
EcoZone1 

SFA 3 
EcoZone1 

SFA 2 
EcoZone1 SFA12 

EcoZone1 
SFA11 

EcoZone1 SFA10 
EcoZone1 

SFA 9 
EcoZone1 

SFA 8 
EcoZone1 

SFA 7 
EcoZone1 

SFA 6 
EcoZone1 

SFA 5 
EcoZone1 

SFA 4 
EcoZone1 

SFA 3 
EcoZone1 

SDG 2 
EcoZone20 

FiNALISING THE 
NATIONAL PLAN 

Plan for Sustainable 
Development Goals  

EcoZone 20  

Plan for Sustainable 
Development Goals  

EcoZone 2  

DISCOVERY 
Student Focus 

Areas 

Top 20 Things 
Happening, / 

Need to 
Happen in 

your 

EcoZone / 
SDG 

The program is modular and scalable enabling replication to other countries
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Project stages:-
1. Discovery/ research
2. Prioritisation
3. Building the plan
4. Combining plans
5. Communicating
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Job done!  The Young Australian’s Plan for the Planet v1.0
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“Encouraging young Australians to contribute to a 
future plan for the planet is essential.  
This program embraces youth as the designers and 
implementers of our sustainable future Earth.  
The Australian National University is pleased to be a 
stakeholder in this program  and acknowledges the 
important role that young people have to play in the 
national and international implementation of the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals”.

Nobel Prize Laureate and ANU Vice Chancellor Professor Brain Schmidt



Project Year 1
2016/17

Year 2 
2017/18

Year 3
2018/19

Year 4
2019/20

Year 5
2020/21

Young 
Australians 
Plan for the 
Planet 
Strategy

Young Persons 
Plan for the 
Planet  
Strategy

15 Mentor* 
Schools 

+             
30 Partner 

Schools

45 Schools
17 Schools

180 Mentor 
Schools

+ 
220 Partner 

Schools

400 Schools**

45 Mentor 
Schools

+
45 Partner 

Schools

90 Schools

90 Mentor 
Schools

+
90 Partner 

Schools

180 Schools

Australia 
pilot program
17 Schools / 
20 EcoZones

10 Countries /
100+ Schools

Australia,  Japan, NZ, 
Singapore, Fiji, Samoa, 
PNG, Mauritius, 

193*** Countries /
2000+ Schools

20 G20 & 20 V20 Counties
+ 153 Partner Counties 

30 Countries /
300+ Schools

China, UK, Latin America, 
Tanzania, Zimbabwe, 
Mexico, Canada, ASEAN 
countries Indonesia, 
Thailand, Malaysia, Brunei, 
Philippines, Vietnam

90 Countries /
900+ Schools

20 G20 & 20 V20 Counties
+ 50 Partner Countries

International 
pilot program

Coming soon in 2018!
Young Mauritians Plan for the Planet
Young Singaporeans Plan for the Planet
Young Fijians Plan for the Planet
and more…
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to spread program 

globally 
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The Key Stakeholders
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https://www.planfortheplanet.org.au

Engaging, Connecting and Empowering Youth 
with a focus on the


